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Dates for your Diary 

 

May  
Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd Jousting and 
Tudor Fun at Berkeley Castle. See page 7  
Thursday 5th Local Elections. See page 3 for 
details on your local councils  
Saturday 7th 10.30-noon WuE Bowls Club 
Open Morning See page 8 for details 
Sunday 8th 2.30 - 4.30pm afternoon tea 
at St. Mary's Church, Berkeley see page 6 
Monday 9th 7.15pm Alkington Annual Parish 
meeting, at Stone Village Hall  
Wednesday 11th 7.30pm Dr Jenner’s House 
Talks.  Mirmillo, the Turkey Merchant and 
the Angel of Death, with Gareth Williams. 
£5. Tel 01453 810631 /jennermuseum.com 
Thursday 12th 7.30pm Stone and Woodford 
WI, at Stone Village Hall.  Phil Collins, An 
evening with Punch & Judy  
Monday 16th 7.30pm Ham & Stone Annual 
Parish Council meeting, at Stone Village Hall 

June  
Thursday 2nd 7.30 Dr Jenner’s House Talks.  
Mirmillo, The Origins and Development of 
the Shire of Gloucester, with David Smith £5. 

Tel 01453 810631 /jennermuseum.com 
Saturday 4th 10.30-noon WuE Bowls Club 
Open Morning  See page 8 for details 
Thursday 9th Stone and Woodford WI, 
Evening Outing, Tour of University of Bristol 
Botanic Gardens 
Saturday 11th noon Queen’s 90th Birthday – 
street party in Stone  See page 2 for details 
Sunday 12th 2.30 - 4.30pm afternoon tea 
at St. Mary's Church, Berkeley see page 6 

July 
Saturday 2nd 10.30-noon WuE Bowls Club 
Open Morning See page 8 for details 
Sunday 3rd from 2pm Garden Lodge Open 
Day See page 6 for details 
Friday 8th Beer Festival at Stone Cricket 
Club. See page 8 for details 
Sunday 10th Charity Match at Stone Cricket 
Club. See page 8 for details 
Sunday 10th 2.30 - 4.30pm afternoon tea 
at St. Mary's Church, Berkeley see page 6 
Thursday 14th 7.30 Stone and Woodford WI, 
at Stone Village Hall.  Hilarious Hats/History 
of Hats with Alex Stanbrook 
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Editorial 

A Short Appreciation of Joyce Phelps. 
Ham & Stone Parish Council could not let 
the sad demise of Joyce Phelps pass 
without mention. Joyce was 85 when she 
passed, a quiet ‘English Lady’, born in 
Berkeley but brought up in Ham, where she 
lived nearly all her life looking after her 
parents. She was Secretary at Berkeley 
Estate Office for 45 years and among her 
tasks was to do the wages every Friday. She  
would cycle up to the bank to collect the 
cash, which was put in her wicker cycle 
basket before she cycled back to the office 
in Ham. What faith in that no-one would 
snatch the money. Or perhaps local villains 

didn’t dare, knowing how ferocious she 
could be when protecting the 
estate’s property. Joyce was Parish Clerk to 
Ham & Stone Parish Council for at least 30 
years but I stand corrected if it was longer. 
She would cycle up to Stone, Minute book in 
her basket and only rarely accepted a lift in 
a car. 
Local history, country life, her family and 
friends were her life and it was a pleasure to 
know her, and her detail of Parish Council 
matters and procedures helped to make 
sure that Stone was able to grow.  
She will be remembered well and with 
affection by all who knew her. 

 

Queens 90
th

 Birthday - Street Party in Court Meadow 

The weekend June 11th-12th will see the 
country  celebrate our Queens 90th 
Birthday. Many places are planning to hold 
local celebrations in the form of a Street 
Party. In 2012 we held a Street Party in 
Court Meadow and had a great turnout. For 
the Queens 90th Birthday celebrations we 
will hold our celebration in the centre of 
Court Meadow on the land known as the 
Triangle.  We propose to hold it on Saturday 
11thJune, starting at 12noon.  There will be 

some large Party Tents to give us shade 
from the sun (or cover from the rain!!) plus 
some tables and chairs from the village hall 
for those not able to supply their own. We 
will also arrange for some BBQs to be 
available if you would like to cook food. All 
you will need to do is bring food and drink 
and enjoy the company of your neighbours.  
If you have any other ideas for the day 
please contact any of your Parish 
Councillors.  

 

Do you enjoy reading the Stalkingham? 

Can you use a computer or laptop and send 
emails? How about spending 3-4 days every 
3 months, at home, helping to collate the 
Stalkingham News?  Very little typing is 
involved, the articles arrive by email, and all 

you have to do is copy and paste them into 
the template. Training will be given as well 
as support. Please contact Penny or Sue – 
details in the box below - for more 
information. 

 
This edition: ©2016. Subject to the rights of third parties. Copyright the Editorial Committee. 
No unauthorised reproduction. Printed by: Cotswold Marketing  J & C Carter (Printers) 22 
High Street, Cam, Glos. GL11 5LE  Tel: 01453 546645  Fax:01453 544311 

 

The next edition of the Stalkingham News will be published on 1st August 2016.   
The editorial team welcome all contributions.   Please submit copy before 10th July to: 
Penny Wride, 1, Court Meadow, Stone. (01454) 260 097    pennywride@hotmail.com 
or Susan Angus, Greyhound Cottage, Newport (01453) 811 145   stevemcdon@gmail.com 
 

mailto:stevemcdon@gmail.com
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Local Elections on May 5
th

 
What are we voting for? 

 

There are three tiers of local 
government in this area, Gloucestershire 

County Council, Stroud District Council, and 
Alkington or Ham & Stone Parish Councils. 
Each Council is made up of volunteer, 
elected councillors assisted by at least one 
paid officer / employee. District and County 
Councillors are paid a retainer, but Parish 
Councillors are not. Councillors can claim 
expenses and these are made public on the 
relevant Council website and in the press. 
Parish Clerks are paid a salary, like any other 
Council Officer.  
 

So which Council does what? 
Ham & Stone Parish Council is responsible 
for the Court Mead Play Area, both the 
regular maintenance and the provision of 
play equipment.  
The District Council are responsible for 
household rubbish collections, but not the 
refuse sites which are the responsibility of 
the County Council. Please be aware that 
currently, South Gloucestershire Council will 
not allow residents from Gloucestershire to 
use their tips. SDC is responsible for 
environmental health, animal welfare, dog 
wardens, clean restaurants and food stores, 
approval of licences to serve alcohol and 
serve hot food after 11pm, and snack vans 
etc. SDC also runs leisure facilities, museums 
and swimming pools, eg. Dursley pool,  
Stratford Park and Stroud Subscription 
Rooms. SDC’s Open Spaces department is 
responsible for cutting grass on land 
managed by the District Council - but not 
highway verges, which is the County 
Council’s responsibility.  
With regards to Housing, there are several 
providers of social housing, but SDC is the 
main provider locally. Full details can be 
found on their website, at the Council Offices 
at Ebley Mill, and by looking on the 

Gloucestershire Homeseekers website which 
covers the whole county. SDC also has a very 
effective homeless prevention scheme which 
helps residents who may get into difficulties. 
With regards to Planning and Planning 
Applications, Parish Councils can comment, 
but have no power to make the final decision 
on whether to permit or refuse an 
application. That is the responsibility of 
Stroud District Council’s Planning officers and 
Development Control Committee, made up 
of elected Councillors.  If the Planning 
officer’s decision disagrees with the Parish 
Council, the Ward Councillor and the Parish 
Council can both address the committee, as 
can the applicant, but for no more that 3 
minutes. Residents can submit their 
comments in writing or on SDC’s website. 
 
Footpaths are an interesting subject when it 
comes to who is responsible for what!  
PROWs, - public rights of way, eg. footpaths 
through fields,  are normally maintained by 
the landowner, but any stiles are maintained 
by the Cotswold Wardens organisation, with 
the approval of the County Council PROW 
officer. Highway footpaths/pavements are 
the County Council’s responsibility, but 
footpaths around housing estates are the 
responsibility of the developer - until such 
time as they are adopted by the District or 
County Council.  The County Council is 
responsible for street lighting and roads / 
highways, and the Parish Clerk can always 
report faults for you. Gloucestershire County 
Council is also responsible for education, 
transport infrastructure, adult and child care.  
 
All of the above services are paid for by 
Council Tax – collected by the District Council 
and shared between the County Council, the 
Police Authority, the District Council and the 
Parish Council.  
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Local News

Stone with Woodford WI 

Our first guest speaker for 2016 was Ken 
Brightwell. He gave members an interesting 
evening talking about his experiences as a 
Town Crier for Cheltenham. Ken explained 
the history of the Town Crier, dating back to 
1066. The Town Crier was used to pass 
information from one group to another, and 
Ken stressed the importance of carrying 
information to people across the land when 
Communication was more difficult than it is 
these days!  
 

 
 
Ken has provided the service for over 25 
years; he has greeted royals and told stories 
of the historic regency town to visitors. In his 
time he has proclaimed Royal anniversaries, 
jubilee and weddings. He also takes part in 
competitions in the National, European and 
World championships. Ken finished off the 
evening by showing members how he 
delivers his announcements, ringing the bell 
and proclaiming a message. 
At our March meeting our guest speaker was 
Richard Cornock, from New House Farm, in 
Tytherington. He gave members an 
interesting talk, presentation and video clips 
about a year on a Dairy Farm. He showed 
members a selection of the photographs in a 
presentation starting from a wintery photo in 
January through the seasons, along with 

details of all the work that goes on in the 
farm during the year. He talked about the 
history of the farm and showed a family 
photo taken in 1885 and the present family 
photo taken in recent years. 
President Sue Mason, and four members 
from the WI, attended the Annual Council 
meeting held in Cheltenham Town Hall on 
March 23. Guest speakers were Roger 
Mortlock, Chief Executive of Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, Valerie Steven, European Area 
Chairman of ACWW and Mandy Hickson, 
who was the only female pilot on her front 
line Tornado squadron, flying jets for the 
Royal Air Force. 
 
The guest speaker at our April meeting was 
John Putley who gave a very interesting talk 
on the art of Chirurgery and Barber surgeons.  
 

 
 
He demonstrated the way they practiced 
medicine and surgery from medieval through 
to Tudor times.  He came along wearing an 
authentic reproduction costume, and bought 
along medical instruments and local 
medicines. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on 12th May, 
our guest speaker will be Phil Collins who will 
talk about “An evening with Punch & Judy”. 
You don’t have to be a member to attend a 
meeting so feel free to come along to the 
Village Hall. We’d love to see you!
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Knit and Natter Group Celebrate 21 years  

The Knit and Natter group was first named as 
such in 1996, but we had been working (and 
nattering) since February 1995.  We are now 
celebrating 21 years of charitable handiwork.  
 

 
Knit ‘n Natter group in 2002, with their 

Trauma Teddies (Gazette photo) 
We have met every second Tuesday (except 
Christmas Days!) since then, but as no 
records have been kept, we just do not know 
how many balls of wool have been used. 
We met to knit jumpers for the Rwandan 
crises, went on to produce Trauma Teddies 
in quantity, jumpers for the Romanian 
Orphans, hats for sailors and the homeless. 
We have produced premature baby 
garments for Southmead Maternity unit, and 
baby garments for both Southmead and 
Bristol Children’s hospitals. 
When it became obvious that sending items 
abroad was going to be very expensive for 
the various charities involved, we moved on 
and started making blankets, which has been 
a great success. Short lengths of wool can be 
combined into rainbow designs, which can 
be most effective in any size.  Our blankets 
have gone to many good causes; Southmead 
and Stroud Baby Units, Yercombe Lodge, 
Somerset Ambulance and very importantly 
we have been able to sell many locally 
through Bazaars and Fayres.  The proceeds 
from these events have been donated to the 
Gloucester Air Ambulance charity. 
We have had many amusing episodes in our 
21 years, apart from the laughter we enjoy 
during our meetings.  During the “Teddy” 
time we were interviewed by ITV after we 
started knitting for the Gloucestershire 

Police Children’s interview suite.  The 
children were able to take the teddies home 
with them.  Following this, the Inspector 
involved went to Jordan to advise them on 
the procedures used here, and took a 
suitcase of Teddies with him! It is so nice to 
feel that we are doing something positive! 
Many of the Teddies were bagged; one of 
our members was an absolute genius with 
lengths of curtain fabric donated from yet 
another member.  Following this, we decided 
to help the local community and set a target 
of 100 cushions for the Village Hall.  We 
created a small workshop – sewing machines 
were brought in, irons and cutting scissors 
appeared, and we had a very busy morning.  
The results are still with us, just think of all 
the work involved when you sit on the 
comfortable cushions whilst sitting on chairs 
in the village hall.  
 

 
Knit ‘n Natter group in 2016 

 
For the future we intend to keep knitting.  
Over the years we have seen our 
membership change, but as we come and go 
according to availability and other 
commitments, we have met in 15 venues.  
We are still welcoming new participants and 
we can even teach you how to knit! 
Much of the wool we have used has been 
donated; loft cleaning produces a bonus 
every so often! What we can’t use we donate 
to other charities.  We are grateful for the 
help and interest shown – long may it 
continue. 

Margaret Burgess March 2016 
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Stone & District Village Hall 
 
In March the majority of the hall chairs were 
replaced with a stackable unit of 50 chairs 
with a trolley. The hall has retained 30 of the 
better plastic chairs which should be sufficient 
for the regular users. During late July and 
August it is intended to decorate the main 
rooms. We also hope to replace the flooring 
in the meeting room in 2016. 
The Hall has regular users but is available for 
private hirers at all other times. Most regular 
hirers only meet in school term-time, so the 
hall is generally available at weekends and 
during school holidays. The cost is only £4 per 
hour for residents of the parishes of Ham & 
Stone and Alkington so it's very affordable for 
children's and family parties. Commercial 
users and others pay £8 an hour. The hall has 
tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery and glasses for 
hire, with or without the use of the hall itself. 
The Hall kitchen is fully equipped, and subject 
to availability could to used in the unfortunate 
emergency situation of your own oven etc. 
not working.   Please contact the Chairman, 
David Wride (tel: 01454 260097, email penny 

wride@hotmail.com) or the Treasurer, Sue 
Chopping (tel: 01454 260177, email 
suchopping@aol.com) for availability of the 
hall and the equipment.  
Just a reminder that the Management 
Committee are all volunteers and we rely on 
ALL USERS to help maintain the hall.  The time 
and help given by volunteers ensures that the 
hiring costs are kept to a minimum. The hall is 
a charity, a not for profit organisation. It does 
have considerable running costs, not least 
insurance, heating and numerous statutory 
obligations regarding health and safety, 
licences and annual maintenance. My 
estimate is that if this was a commercial 
organisation the hiring fees would be four 
times the current rates. 
 
The Annual meeting took place on 25 April. 
The Annual Report and Financial Statements 
were presented and approved by the 
Committee. Copies of these documents are 
available from David Wride, Sue Chopping and 
Emma Fryer.                                 David Wride. 

  
 

What are you doing Sunday? 
How about Afternoon Tea at St. Mary's Church in Berkeley, from 2.30 - 4.30pm, every second 

Sunday of the Month starting in May. - 8th May, 12th June, 10th July, 14th August, 11th 
September.  There will also be a Produce Stall, and all donations towards this will be 
welcome. Proceeds are in aid of St. Mary's Church. 

Or 
Have a look round a German ‘flat pack’ house that only took 8 weeks to build! 
Garden Lodge, on the main road behind the bus shelter in Stone will be holding a one-off 
Open House on Sunday July 3rd from 2pm. Entry costs £5 (well behaved dogs and children are 
free) and all proceeds go to the Gloucestershire Chest Fund.  This is an opportunity to look round 
the modern version of a ‘pre-fab’ and to catch up and chat to friends and neighbours.  So bring a 
picnic and a garden chair and stay for the afternoon. There will be wine and soft drinks for sale, 
plus musical entertainment. 
 

The Return of the Doorstep Pinta 
Alan Howells delivers to the area on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays before 
7am. He is the local franchisee 
for Milkandmore, which supplies milk and 

over 250 grocery items – and you don't have 
to buy milk to have groceries delivered!   
Phone 0345 6063606 or order online 
www.milkandmore.co.uk 

http://www.milkandmore.co.uk/


7 
 

May Bank Holiday Fun 
Jousting returns to Berkeley Castle, with Tudor delights for the whole family 
 
Berkeley Castle is thrilled to announce that on 
May Day Bank Holiday, The Cavalry of Heroes 
will be bringing their Knights and Horses to the 
Castle. You will be able to see their two-horse 
jousting display and enjoy their saddle stunts 
and skills at arms. King Henry VIII will present, 
along with his beautiful Queen, Anne Boleyn 
and her ladies of the Tudor Court - all dressed 
superbly in stunning costumes. Enjoy an 
audience with the King in the Great Hall - he 

loves being quizzed on his antics during the 
Tudor period! Don't miss the world renowned 
Elizabethan Minstrel, Dante Ferrara on Sunday 
1st May who will complement our Tudor 
offering whilst he plays authentic Tudor 
melodies on his Hurdy Gurdy. Our Arts & 
Crafts room will also be open for children to 
make a Tudor keepsake to take home.  
See www.berkeley-castle.com for more 
information.

 

                                            
 
Your local Citizens Advice can help you resolve 
problems. One recent enquiry was "My father 
recently had a stroke and I have cut down my 
working hours to care for him. He receives sick 
pay, but we are struggling financially. Is there 
any help available for us?" 
Financial support is available for people when 
they become ill, as well as for their carers. 
What is available will depend on your 
circumstances. Your father may be eligible for 
Personal Independence Payments (PIP) to help 
with his daily living and mobility costs. His 
eligibility will be assessed on how his condition 
affects him, and what support he needs.  
To apply for PIP, your father can call the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) and 
then complete the form he is sent. Advisers 
can help people fill in the claim form as they  

 
are quite complex. There may also be help 
available for you as his carer. Carer’s 
Allowance is a financial assistance for people 
who have less time to work because they are 
caring for someone.  
If you need help or information, contact us 
either via email, telephone or drop in to one of 
our offices during opening hours.  Email via 
our website http://www.citizensadvice-
stroudandcotswold.org.uk/ or telephone us on 
0808 800 0510. 
 
We also need more volunteer receptionists to 
help us provide our advice service. If you have 
5 hours a week and IT skills to spare and want 
more info see the volunteering page of our 
website or contact Denise – 
denise.stride@stroudcab.org.uk 

 
 

                                             Rolling Stones Cheerleaders 

 

Stroud  

District 

Citizens Advice Stroud District Can Help You 
Resolve Problems 

 

Rolling Stones Cheerleading meets on Thursdays, between 4.30 
and 6.15 at Stone Village Hall during term time. It is open to all 
school aged children and after the current break, will restart in 
September. For more information please call Emma on 07801 
655964 

http://www.berkeley-castle.com/
http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/
mailto:denise.stride@stroudcab.org.uk
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Dursley & Cam Child Contact Centre

Could you help? Family break-ups are a real 

concern to all of us these days. We probably all 
know families where children only live with 
one of their parents. In my work as a Family 
Court magistrate I regularly see estranged 
parents who do not trust each other enough 
to allow regular contact with their children. 
Often there are concerns about domestic 
violence, a new partner or unsuitable home 
conditions which prevent the children 
spending time with the non-resident parent. 
This can be very distressing for the children 
and is rarely in their best interests. 
Fortunately, there are contact centres 
available which are safe, neutral places where 
a child can enjoy uninterrupted contact with 
the parent(s) they no longer live with. They 
can offer a breathing space and a stepping 
stone for parents to work out longer term 
arrangements. There are only three in 
Gloucestershire and we are lucky to have one 
close at hand – the Dursley and Cam Contact 

Centre at the Tabernacle Church. There is a 
large room with a variety of games, toys, 
books, arts and crafts for children of all ages. 
Handover of children can take place at the 
Centre and parents do not even need to meet 
each other. 
However, funding is very limited and the 
Centre is managed and staffed by volunteers. 
As their liaison magistrate I know what 
essential work they do. To continue bringing 
children and their estranged parents together 
we need more volunteers. Can you help? No 
experience is needed, as training will be 
provided. You will be working with other 
trained and experienced volunteers. The 
commitment needed is just one Saturday 
afternoon per month. If you think you may be 
able to help, contact the Volunteer Co-
ordinator, Olwyn Barnes or the Management 
Committee chair, Beryl Gleich at 
dursleychildcontactcentre@gmail.com 

 Steve Chandler JP

 
 

Stone Cricket Club 
 
A new season has started! The 1st Team play in 
the Gloucester League 2, and the 2nd Team 
play in the Stroud League. New players are 
always welcome, and there is Youth Practice 
on Monday nights, when all ages are welcome. 
Alternatively, become a social member for £5. 
Friday Nights are Social Cricket nights. If you 
have a team and would like to play at the 

ground, dates are available. Future dates 
include a Beer Festival on Friday 8th July, and a 
Charity match on Sunday 10th July, when Cam-
Oldlans and Stone teams will play 25-Over 
games. A bar and BarBQ will be available all 
day.  
See the club website for further details on all 
of the above – stonecc.play-cricket.com

 
 
 

Wotton-under-Edge Bowls Club..... 
 
.....are looking for new members of all 
generations to come and enjoy the sport of 
Bowls. The Club holds an Open Morning on the 
first Saturday of each month, starting May 7th, 
from 10.30-noon. Everybody is welcome to 

come along and have a go. Bowls and 
footwear are  provided, so there’s no excuse!  
 
Contact Ray on 01453 521132 or Dennis on 
01454 887172 for more information. 
  

 

mailto:dursleychildcontactcentre@gmail.com
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Stone School Chosen for Pollination Project 

Schoolchildren in Stone are buzzing with 
excitement since being chosen to take part in 
an exciting project to help Britain’s dwindling 
population of pollinating insects. 
Stone with Woodford C of E Primary is one of 
195 primary schools across the country taking 
part in the three-year Polli:Nation programme, 
which will help them transform their outdoor 
space into a pollinator-friendly habitat. 
The children will explore ways to support 
pollinators, for example by growing more 
plants, letting areas grow wild and keeping 
insect nests intact. In doing so they will be 
learning about the links between pollination 
and food security and getting a better 
understanding of their natural heritage.  

Members of the local community have been 
getting involved too, helping create the new 
nature garden at the top of the school playing 
field. This is already proving a real hit with the 
children who are enjoying the benefits of more 
stimulating outdoor play. 
Rachel Berry, the teacher leading the project 
at Stone with Woodford CofE Primary, said: 
“We are thrilled to be part of this project and 
honoured to be making a contribution to such 
important work. Polli:Nation offers the 
children a fantastic opportunity to develop 
their own environment to aid the declining 
population of pollinators, as well as offering a 
platform to consider our environment and 
pesticides on a global scale.” 

 

   Going Green in Easy Steps 

Want to install a water butt but not sure 
how? Do you want a compost bay but don’t 
want a plastic bin? Interested in practical 
energy saving measures that don’t need 
upfront investment?  
If you want to live a more sustainable life, but 
feel overwhelmed by all the different issues, 
this course is for you.  Aimed at beginners, we 
will look at a variety of small practical steps 
you can take to make your life a little bit 
greener – and many will involve saving money 
at the same time. Working with Seb Buckton 
(who has had many years experience of living 

more sustainably) we will take you through the 
lessons step by step. The course, which takes 
place on Wednesdays (May 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th. 
10.00 - 13.00, and costs £30 for whole course 
(£21 concessions) will involve hands-on 
activities and will cover:-  how to connect a 
water butt to a down pipe; how to make a 
natural slow cooker (like a hay box) using 
recycled materials;  how to grow veg in 
containers made from recycled materials;  how 
to make a compost bay. Please call us on 
01453 753358 to book, or visit 
www.stroudvalleysproject.org  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Hook or by Crook!  
Would you like to earn some ‘pin money’? Or should that be (crochet) hook money? A Stone 
resident needs someone to crochet a garment. She has the wool and the pattern. She just needs 
somebody with the skill and the time.  If you think that person is you, and you would like a short 
term job that fits in with your lifestyle, contact Gilly on 07974716385.  Thank You! 

http://www.stroudvalleysproject.org/
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The Tallinding Project - Update April 2016 
 
Most readers have probably read from time to 
time about our involvement in founding and 
building a school in The Gambia, West Africa. 
We have not long been back from visiting the  
school, named by the village Carter School (!), 
and we now have 1050 children from 3 ½ to 16 
registered .  
 

 
 
It has grown somewhat in the twelve years 
since we opened a couple of Nursery 
Classrooms in 2004, intending only to cater for 
100 or so children. Far from (just) teaching 
them to read and write we have children now 
who have been at our school for 12 years. At 
sixteen many are now off to college or further 
training to be Teachers, Accountants, Doctors - 
who knows - they are very ambitious and very 
bright. During the past few years, judged on 
National Exams, the school has come in the 
top 3 schools in The Gambia for educational 
achievement.  All credit to these young people 
and the hope that they can make a difference 
in a developing world. 
Of the 1000+ pupils we have a number directly 
sponsored by friends in the UK and Holland 
ensuring that no child local to Tallinding is 
excluded because their parents can’t afford to 
send them to school. School of course is not 
compulsory BUT the children and their parents 
are desperately keen for an education. £10 per 
month pays for a child’s schooling, uniform, 
shoes, books and pencils plus lunch during 
term time.  
We are rightly proud of the staff and pupils for 
their academic achievements but discussions 

when we were in The Gambia have led to us 
agreeing to build further classrooms to provide  
woodwork and metal work facilities for those 
who are more practical in their abilities.  
 

 
 

Already there are classes offered in Batik, 
TieDye Fabric and Cookery.  In another parallel 
development we hope soon to have a couple 
of small apartments available in the 
community for Gap year students or older 
people taking a break and who wish to help 
out in teaching or nursing. 
We had thought building was complete but 
this all seems worthwhile, expanding the 
facility to better accommodate all skills. We 
now have to embark on some further 
fundraising. Our annual golf day is at Cotswold 
Edge on 3rd August (Wednesday) and entry 
forms are available from our office at 22 High 
Street, Cam or john.carter10@virgin.net. John 
and Christine are also available for talks and 
slide show at any local groups who may be 
interested.  
Best wishes to all – John & Christine Carter 
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Alkington Parish Council 
 

Elections for Alkington Parish Councillors 
 
Members of Alkington Parish Council were 
elected unopposed following the closing date 
for nominations on April 7. Councillors 
Richard Coffin, Sue Angus, Gethin Lewis, Julie 
Brindle and Marie Wooldridge all stood again 
and have been joined by Gordon Rea from 
Middle Wick. 
Two longstanding members stand down 
Jan Sayers and Brian Gregory have decided 
not to stand for election again and we would 
like to extend our thanks for their hard work 
on behalf of the community. Jan led a small 
team working to develop the Parish Design 
Statement and the final document, highly 
praised by Stroud District Council, was 
largely her work. Her knowledge of the world 
of planning ensured the council always gives 
a considered and professional response to 
planning applications. Brian has been an 
invaluable member of the council, very 
proactive and happy to take on council 
projects. He spends a lot of time researching 
background to planning applications and 
council work and his support has been 
greatly valued by the Clerk. Both will be 
missed greatly by all the team. 
 
Parish Council vacancy 
We still have one vacancy for a parish 
councillor, so if you are interested in working 
with a small team of people on behalf of 
Alkington parishioners, then please contact 
the Clerk on 01453 810560, email 
alkingtonpcclerk@btinternet.com or come 
along to our meeting on 9th May. 
 
Littering in the parish 
We have been contacted by residents 
concerned about the extent of littering in the 
parish. A few have regularly taken it upon 

themselves to collect rubbish when they are 
out for a walk. We recognise that most 
rubbish is thrown from cars passing through 
the parish, but could we please encourage 
residents to pick up the litter in the vicinity of 
their homes to keep the parish clean. If  
you feel your area needs cleaning or there is 
a fly tipping problem, please contact Stroud 
District Council on 01453 766321.  
 
Community benefit money from solar farms 
in the parish 
Alkington Parish Council has received the 
first payment for the Huntingford solar farm 
and will be discussing community projects at 
the next council meeting on 9th May. It is 
anticipated that council will receive further 
payments this summer for the Upper Wick 
and Heathfield solar farms. Please come 
along to the meeting at Stone Village Hall, 
starting at 7.15pm, if you have any 
suggestions which will benefit the parish.   
 
Website 
Alkington Parish Council has its own website, 
hosted by Stroud District Council, 
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/alkington. 
The council is in the progress of developing a 
new website with the view to making it more 
of a community resource with items of news 
appearing on the home page. We hope that 
this will go live in the early summer so please 
look out for it. There will be a new website 
address, so ‘google’ us from July onwards. 
 
Alkington Parish Council’s Annual Parish 
Meeting will take place on 9th May at 
7.15pm in Stone Village Hall. Councillors will 
report on the work of the council during the 
past year and we will also receive reports 
from our District Councillor and County 
Councillor. 

 
Do you think traffic is speeding through Newport? Or are you more concerned at the number 

and speed of the cars using the back lanes as 'rat runs'? Contact Susan Angus on (01453) 811145   
stevemcdon@gmail.com to find out how you can help tackle the problem.  

mailto:alkingtonpcclerk@btinternet.com
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/alkington
mailto:stevemcdon@gmail.com
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Ham & Stone Parish Council 

Notes from the March Parish Council meeting 

Ham:  New Street Lighting is now fully 
operational and has been greeted with 
mixed feelings.  Those living near the light 
are very appreciative of it from the security 
aspect. There has been more fly-tipping in 
Hamfields Lane, mainly builder’s rubble so it 
is thought likely that it is the same culprit.  
SDC have been informed and removed it but 
it was suggested that SDC be asked to mount 
a CCTV camera in an effort to identify the 
culprit.  There has been more damage done 
to Ham village Green so the need for bollards 
will be followed up. 
Stone:  A Village Community event was held 
in February when over 20 different 
organisations attended.  It proved to be very 
successful with many newcomers to the 
village attending and finding out what they 
have on their doorstep. 
Lower Stone: The planned development in 
Falfield for 115 homes and a Park & Share is 
of concern regarding flooding, drainage and 
the infrastructure and these will be relayed 
to Falfield Parish Council for their 
consideration. 

Other matters: The Audit is to be prepared 
from March 31st.  A separate email address 
for this Council is being set-up. SDC will no 
longer host local council websites so Council 
has made a successful application to the 
Transparency Fund for £1025 to cover the 
cost of setting up a new website after the 
Elections. 
Planning Notifications received since the last 
meeting: 
S.16/0038/FUL Stone with Woodford C of E 
School – Permitted 
S.15/1592/FUL Former Berkeley Vale Hotel, 
Stone – minor additions and amendments 
S.16/0252/FUL Land adjacent Matford View 
– erection of 1 detached dwelling 
S.16/0228/FUL – land adjacent Norton 
House, Stone – erection of four bedroom 
house with garage 
S.16/0333/VAR Berkeley Technology Centre 
– Removal of conditions: 2, 3 (no 4 on 
decision letter) and 5 of S.14/2736/FUL 
Magnox Ltd – to allow the importation of 
packaged wastes from Oldbury Nuclear 
Power Station for interim storage in the ILW 
Store at Berkeley 

 
Notes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on March 21st  

The Parish Council Chairman gave a report, 
commenting on the benefit of the new 
vocational college to the area. She also 
thanked the community at large for 
supporting the Stalkingham News, Litter 
Busting and Community coffee mornings, 
which had raised funds for the Nepalese 
earthquake victims and Marie Curie, and the 
Community Event in February, when over 20 
different groups and societies were 
represented.  
The District Councillor reported on the local 
housing situation, in particular the increased 
provision of social / affordable housing and 
the new waste and recycling services being 
implemented in conjunction with 
neighbouring Councils.  Gloucestershire 

County Council are still negotiating regarding 
the use of the Thornbury Sort-It Centre by 
residents in the GL13 area.   
The County Councillor reported on the 
political make up of the Council, and his role 
within that structure. He confirmed that the 
public consultation on council tax options for 
the County Council budget resulted in a 
preference for a 3.99% increase in the precept 
of which 2% is ring fenced for adult social care 
in line with the Chancellor’s announcement 
last year. At Band D this equates to an increase 
in council tax of £43.51, to £1134.01. This 
would be the first increase for five years, which 
would help fund a further £2.075M in road 
maintenance increasing  each councillor’s 
‘Highways Local’ scheme funding to £30k.  
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However, the £20k allocated for 2014/15 
remained unspent as Amey was unable to 
progress any of the proposals. This was rolled 
forward to 2015/16 along with a further 
£22.5k for that year. Council has expressed 
concern over highway repairs in the county 
and the poor performance of Amey.  
Following the above, Mr Andrew Slaney gave 
a presentation about the proposed University 
Technical College of Digital Technologies and 
Advance Manufacturing planned for the old 

Berkeley Nuclear Site. This was followed by 
an open forum with residents asking about 
the opening date for the College and the 
method of transport for the pupils.  Methods 
of teaching styles were also discussed and the 
wonderful opportunities there are for our 
young people to learn a skill. The Parish 
Council Chairman thanked everyone for 
attending and the meeting ended 9.20pm, 
followed by refreshments during which the 
discussions continued. 

 
Would You Be Interested In Reducing Your Energy Costs? 

 
GCC Big Community Switch 
With average customer savings of £224, can 
you afford not to make the Big Community 
Switch?  Residents in Gloucestershire are 
being invited to take part in the latest Big 
Community Switch auction, which can help 
households save money on bills, including 
those with pre-payment meters. The current 
auction ends on 16th May. The Big Community 
Switch scheme is available to residents on dual 
and single tariffs and those with pre-payment 
meters. The scheme helps households 
potentially save money on their energy bills by 
using a reverse auction and the principle of 
bulk buying energy. Residents can register for 

the scheme online or over the phone, the 
more people who register the cheaper the 
quote will be as the scheme offers the big 
energy companies the opportunity to compete 
for the customers. This often results in 
cheaper energy quotes, and residents will 
receive a quote once the auction has ended. 
There is no obligation to accept the quote or 
switch energy provider.  
 
For further information contact Lorna Fizor  
Tel: 01452 328099 or  
Email: lorna.fizor@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk

Stone Oil Buying Group 
A totally local initiative, run by volunteers, 
that make serious savings when it comes to 
filling up the oil tank 
The Stone oil buying group continues to 
flourish. We have about 60 people registered 
with us to receive emails from us twice a year 
in order to get a group price for domestic 
heating oil. We place our 1st order of the year 
at the end of August, and a second order after 
Christmas if the winter has been particularly 

hard. Although the savings are not as great as 
they were when oil prices were high, by being 
part of the group we are able to get a 
consistent price to cover all needs. If you order 
2000 litres or just need a top up of 500 we all 
get the same price.   
If you would like to be part of the group please 
email g.langdon@sky.com and you will be 
contacted when we are preparing to place the 
next order 

 

Berkeley Books – Your Community Library    

Berkeley Books Community Library, School Lane, Berkeley. GL13 9DQ Tel:  01453  810520.  
Email: berkeleybookslibrary@hotmail.co.uk          Web site: Berkeleybooks.org.uk 

Library Opening Hours:  Tuesday & Friday 10.30 – 4.30, Saturday 9.30 – 12.30. 

mailto:lorna.fizor@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
mailto:g.langdon@sky.com
mailto:berkeleybookslibrary@hotmail.co.uk
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From Mighty Oaks, Little Acorns Grow 

The Alkington Charity is one of several small 
charities in the Berkeley area and has been 
mentioned in The Stalkingham News before.  
Though there is little left to distribute 
nowadays, the history of this charity is 
interesting. It has its roots when the Lord 
Berkeley of the time kept deer in 
Michaelwood Chase.  There appear to have 
been problems with his deer straying and 
feeding on land where local people kept 
their cattle, so it was agreed that Lord 
Berkeley would enclose 400 acres of 
Michaelwood (half the area) and retain it for 
feeding his deer while the rest of the Chase 
would become free common.  Lord Berkeley 
would also leave 1,000 oak trees on the 
common land. 
There then seems to have been some trouble 
caused by “disorderly people (who) 
committed waste”, so a further decree was 
made that the free tenants and commoners 
could take away gorse, fern and bushes for 
their own use.  Any trees above the 1,000 
oaks would be for the sole use of Lord 
Berkeley and his descendents.  However, of 
the 1,000 oak trees, 960 would be felled 
with 40 being retained to provide shelter for 
the Commoners’ cattle.  The proceeds from 
the sale of the trees would be split between 
Lord Berkeley and a set of trustees.  
These trustees were to buy land with their 
share of the tree revenue and this amounted 
to £296.  The rents from the land were to 
used for the relief of the poor inhabitants of 
the tithing of Alkington and for “binding out 
their poor children apprentices”.   
The £296 purchased one messuage of land 
at Cold Elm (on Alkington Lane) and three 
closes of meadow or pasture ground from 
Christopher and Mary Purnell for £186 and 
2 closes of pasture land called Chapins 

Leaze, Halmore from John and Jane Hutchins 
for £110. The rents, issues and profits from 
these “messuages” and “premises” were to 
be delivered to the Churchwarden and 
Overseer of the Poor to go towards the 
“sustenation”, relief and maintenance of the 
poor, aged and impotent inhabitants of the 
Tithing of Alkington and for the binding of 
apprentices of poor children. 
Looking at the Alkington Tithing Map of 
1839 you can see Alkington Workhouse and 
a piece of land called Poor’s Land along what 
is now Alkington Lane and, within the 
parish, land attributed to the “Poor of 
Alkington” amounted to 4 houses and 
gardens, the Workhouse and garden and 
three fields. In 1843 two allotments of land 
were awarded to the trustees of the charity, 
one comprising 3 roods, 8 perch in size and 
the other being 16 perch. 
In 1890 it is recorded that the property 
belonging to the Charity comprised:- 2 
cottages at Cold Elm, Alkington, each let at a 
yearly rent of £6; Two closes of pasture land 
adjoining containing 8 acres 0 roods 36 
perch let at a yearly rent of £16; A cottage on 
Alkington Farm, let at a yearly rent of £5; 
Another cottage adjoining let at a yearly rent 
of £4 10s 0d; A close of pasture land 
adjoining, and an inclosure on Berkeley 
Heath, containing 5 acres 0 roods 12 perch, 
let at the yearly rent of £8; Two closes of 
pasture land and an inclosure at Halmore, in 
the Parish of Berkeley, containing 10 acres 2 
roods 24 perch, let at a yearly rent of £20. 
 
So the £296 received from the sharing of the 
revenue from selling 960 oak trees in about 
1652 is still able to generate a little income 
for the charity, now being run under the 
auspices of the Charity Commission. 

 
PS Just trying to sort out roods, rods, poles and perches – which can all be units of area.  It seems 
that rods, poles and perches are all the same thing and can be length or area. 
So 40 perches = 1 rood and 4 roods = 1 acre  
(For those of you who are fully metricated, there are 2.47 acres in a hectare.) 
Therefore a rood is 1210 sq yds and a perch is 30.25 sq yds as an acre is 4840 sq yds.   
And apparently a perfect acre is a rectangle 660 feet by 66 feet. 
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Local Organisations 

 

Stone Womens Institute 
Sue Mason, President. 
(01453) 811055 Meetings: 
2nd Thursday 7.30 pm in 
Stone Village Hall 
 
Woodford Silver Band 
Geoff Farr (01454) 260 392 
Meetings: Friday Evenings 
Stone Village Hall 
 
Playgroup & Toddlers: Jo 
Thornton (01454) 260 828 
stonewithwoodfordpat@go
oglemail.com 
 
Dog Training: Alice Crick 
07511 011 562  or email 
Alice.crick@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Yoga Group Joan Stephens 
(01453) 843 053  
 
Berkeley Books  - The 
Community Library (01453) 
810520 
 
Stone Cricket Club: Dennis 
Booth, (01454) 260 689 

Cheerleading  Emma Fryer 
(01453) 810764 For 
children aged 5 to 16. 
Thursdays 4.30 – 6.15 in 
Stone Village Hall.   
 
Berkeley and Stone-with-
Woodford Parish Churches   
Rev. Richard Avery.  
Vicarage: (01453) 810 294   
Office: (01453) 511 542 
 
Stone-with-Woodford 
School PTA Emma Fryer 
(01453) 810764 
 
1st Falfield (St George) 
Scout Group Peter Martin 
(01454) 260 772 
 
1st Falfield & Stone 
Brownie Pack Mrs Gill 
Barber (01454) 413 759 
brownowl@1fsb.co.uk  
 
Farm Watch Colin Rea. 
Manor Farm, Upper Wick. 
(01453) 511 809 

Stone & District Village 
Hall  Chairman: David 
Wride. 1, Court Meadow, 
Stone. (01454) 260 097 
Bookings Secretary: Mrs R. 
Harper. (01454) 260 875 
 
Village Agent  Penny 
French. 07776 245 726 
pennyf@villageagent.grcc.o
rg.uk 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Local Representatives: 
 
Stone: Rosa Harper. 
(01454) 260 875 
 
Lower Stone: Judy Clark. 
Little Paddock, Lower 
Stone. (01454) 260 275 
 
Woodford: Max Holland. 
The Cottage, Damery Lane, 
Woodford. (01454) 260 678 
 
Chapel Hill: Craig Davey. 
(01453) 511 236 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Being Part of the Community and Making a BIG difference 

Has anybody noticed the rediscovered pavement between Swanley and Newport Towers?  
Yes, that pavement has been cleared of overgrown grass and weeds.  

It used to be maintained by GCC Highways, but not anymore. 
So a resident picked up his spade and set to work.  

Thank you Anonymous Resident, on behalf of everybody in the community.  
 

 

mailto:brownowl@1fsb.co.uk
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Useful Contact Details 

 
Alkington Parish Council 
http:// community. 
stroud.gov.uk/alkington 
Chair Richard Coffin.   
Wick House, Lower Wick, 
(01453) 810 460   
Deputy Chair Susan Angus.  
Greyhound Cottage, 
Newport.  
(01453) 811 145    
Julie Brindle.   
Meadowside, Berkeley 
Heath, (01453) 511 884 
Brian Gregory.  Glencoe, 
Newport (01453) 511 294 
Gethin Lewis, Cynfal. 
Damery Lane, Woodford. 
(01454) 261 319 
Jan Sayers.  Rose Cottage, 
Lower Wick,  
(01453) 810 417 
Marie Wooldridge. Holts 
Farm, Stinchcombe.  
(01453) 542 712 
Parish Clerk: Anita Sach. 

Lower Wick Cottage, Lower 

Wick   01453 810560 

alkingtonpcclerk@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

Water Supply 
Emergencies: Severn 
Trent Water 0800 7076 
442 
 
Sewer & Drain 
Problems: Wessex 
Water 0845 600 4 600 
 
Electricity Supply 
Problems: Western 
Power Distribution 0800 
67 83 105 

Ham and Stone Parish 
Council 
Stone Ward Councillors: 
Chair Penny Wride.  
1 Court Meadow, Stone. 
(01454) 260 097  
David Clark. Little Paddock, 
Lower Stone. 
 (01454) 260 275 
Gareth Langdon. 2 Court 
Meadow, Stone.  
(01454) 260 007 
Cherry Miller. The Old 
Vicarage, Stone.  
(01454) 260 277  
Ted Stokes. 12 Court 
Meadow, Stone. (01454) 
261 359 
Ham Ward Councillors:  
Philip Case. Walnut 
Cottage, Ham. (01453) 819 
221  
Sue Dunbabin. Park View 
Cottage, Ham, GL13 9QW 
01453 810119  

Parish Clerk: Jenny Nichols. 
Honeysuckle Cottage, Ham. 
(01453) 511 200 
jenham@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
Environment Agency 
Flood Line:  
0845 988 1188  
 
 
Medical Emergencies 
“Out of Hours” 
Gloucestershire 
Practices: 0300 421 0220 
South Gloucestershire 
Practices: 111  

District Councillor Penny 
Wride. 1 Court Meadow, 
Stone. (01454) 260 097 
pennywride@hotmail.com  
 
County Councillor John 
Cordwell.  
(01453) 842 439 
Email:John.Cordwell@glouc
estershire.gov.uk 
 
M.P: Neil Carmichael.   
 (01453) 751 572  
neilcarmichael.mp@parlia
ment.uk. 
 

Stroud District Council. 
Ebley Mill, Ebley Wharf, 
Stroud. GL5 4UB    
www.stroud.gov.uk  
Emergencies (24hrs): 
(01453) 222 104   
General Enquiries: (01453) 
766 321    

Litter Problems: (01453) 
754 424;   
Dog Fouling - (01453) 754 
492  
 
Gloucestershire County 
Council. Shire Hall, 
Gloucester       
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Environment Help: (01452) 
425 500   Highways Help: 
0800 0514 514 
 

Police Non-emergency  
www.gloucestershire.police. 

uk    PCSO: Mike Trebble   
Tel 101 (15p per minute) 
Neighbourhood Warden: 
Andy Murray  
Tel 01453 754 276 
 
 

mailto:alkingtonpcclerk@btinternet.com
mailto:jenham@hotmail.com
http://www.gloucestershire.police/

